


WOODLAND PARISH COUNCIL 


Minutes of Annual Meeting &
Annual Meeting of Electors
held on  

Thursday 21 May 2026

at 

 Woodland Village Hall 


Present 

Cllr Hall (Chair), Cllr Peckett, Cllr Timms, Cllr Blackwood, Cllr Gardner, Cllr Abbott, Cllr Snowdon & Cllr Robert Potts (DCC Evenwood & Barony) 

4 Members of the public were present

1. Election of Officers – Chair & Vice-Chair
Cllr Snowdon proposed Cllr Hall for Chair, this was seconded by Cllr Timms and voted for unanimously.
Cllr Hall proposed Cllr Peckett for Vice-Chair, this was seconded by Cllr Gardner and voted for unanimously.
2. Apologies
David Buckee (Parish Clerk)
3. Declaration of Interest 
No declarations made
4. Acceptance and signing of minutes from meeting 12 March 2026 & 14 April 2026

Chair asked if Minutes were read by all councillors. Cllr Snowdon proposed acceptance and this was seconded by Cllr Timms and voted for unanimously.

5. Matters Arising
 A) The issue with the Employer’s NIC now appears to have been resolved with HMRC following a tweak to the HMRC Basic PAYE Tools system that we use.  There is no outstanding Employer’s NIC, and in fact there is now a credit balance showing with them for the Employee NIC and Tax deducted from the Clerk’s salary which will need to be reclaimed from HMRC and paid back to the Clerk.
B) Clerk had not yet approached payroll companies regarding costs for administering payroll since the payroll issues now seem to have been sorted out.  Councillors decided against going any further with this option since the system seems to be working and not wishing to spend money needlessly.
C)The grass cutting was awarded to Richard Toward as last year with no change to cut and cost unchanged which is good news for Parish finances. Already the first cut had been done.
D) Regarding the Litter Pick the PC did receive an email from a resident saying they were unhappy that it has been postponed as there is quite a lot of litter. Clerk and several councillors offered to do a litter pick but a date is yet to be decided upon.
E) Saving Account options to be looked at for the money that needs to be ringfenced.
F) Chapel Building Insurance to be looked into with Zurich
G) Date to be set to formally approve the AGAR now the Internal Audit has been completed.
6. Approval of Policies
1) Anti-Harassment & Bullying Policy: Proposed by Cllr Hall & Seconded by Cllr Timms 
Voted for & approved unanimously 
2) Complaints Procedure: Proposed by Cllr Gardner & Seconded by Cllr Peckett
Voted for & approved unanimously 
3) Data Protection Policy: Proposed by Cllr Hall & Seconded by Cllr Peckett
Voted for & approved unanimously 
4) Data Retention Policy: Proposed by Cllr Timms & Seconded by Cllr Gardner
Voted for & approved unanimously 
5) Woodland Parish Council Expenses Policy: Proposed by Cllr Blackwood & Seconded by Cllr Hall  
Voted for & approved unanimously 
6) Financial Regulations: Proposed by Cllr Abbott & Seconded by Cllr Peckett
Voted for & approved unanimously 
7) Freedom of Information Policy: Proposed by Cllr Hall & Seconded by Cllr Peckett
Voted for & approved unanimously 
8) Grievance Policy: Proposed by Cllr Timms & Seconded by Cllr Gardner
Voted for & approved unanimously
9) Health and Safety Policy: Proposed by Cllr Hall & Seconded by Cllr Peckett
Voted for & approved unanimously 
10) I.T. Policy: Proposed by Cllr Peckett & Seconded by Cllr Abbott
Voted for & approved unanimously 
11) Model Officer Protocol: Proposed by Cllr Gardner & Seconded by Cllr Hall
Voted for & approved unanimously 
12) Risk Assessment Policy: Proposed by Cllr Hall & Seconded by Cllr Peckett
Voted for & approved unanimously 
13) Safeguarding Policy: Proposed by Cllr Gardner & Seconded by Cllr Timms
Voted for & approved unanimously 
14) Scheme of Delegation: Proposed by Cllr Hall & Seconded by Cllr Peckett
Voted for & approved unanimously 
15) Standing Orders: Proposed by Cllr Gardner & Seconded by Cllr Peckett
Voted for & approved unanimously 
16) Code of Conduct: Proposed by Cllr Hall & Seconded by Cllr Peckett
Voted for & approved unanimously 
7. Finance and Financial update
Balance is currently £16,086.19 This amount includes the required reserve of £5,000, £2,936.86 which is allocated for use in the playpark, along with £250 Christmas donation from Lynesack & Softley and £300 budget for next election.
Paid in since last meeting £4,680 from DCC – Precept
Paid out since last meeting £333.60 Clerk salary Nov/Dec 25, £333.60 Clerk salary Jan/Feb 26, £378 Forvis Mazars (external audit) and 2 x £22.50 Village Hall for meetings
To be paid out £762.97 Zurich (annual insurance), £45.07 CDALC (NALC & CDALC subs) plus £333.60 Clerk salary Mar/Apr 26
Despite the balance looking healthy, the working capital balance after these payments have been paid is actually around £6,400 to cover remaining annual costs which are budgeted around £5,000. From these figures it can be seen there is very little surplus for unforeseen costs. 
8. Public participation

Nothing new brought up by the public 

9. Cemetery Chapel

3 members of the public were from the Sea Scouts who are interested in taking over a lease on the cemetery chapel for the purpose of storage. This is dependent upon funding being acquired to do the remedial works needed on the chapel. The Sea Scouts have obtained a quote of £23,342 this is to include a new roof (which will constitute new rafters, new breathable felt, new laths and Spanish slate roof tiles), new lighter weight ceiling boards, patch up to external render and installation of a tap. The quote does not include work for the electrics.  Depending on the amount of funding obtained there is an option to save about £4000 by swapping out the Spanish slate tiles for cement fibre artificial slates. Cllr Abbott is to work with the Sea Scouts to obtain more quotes to provide the necessary 3 like for like quotes that the funders require in the application process. Suggested funding routes are the National Lottery with Cllr Potts agreeing to start the ball rolling with a contribution from his budget. Cllr Potts suggested that Cllr Abbott was to contact Annalisa Ward to start this application straight away. 




10. Quarry Field

Cllr Hall related that WPC had that day received a letter from Mr Robert Teasdale’s solicitor regarding the ongoing issues over Herbage Rights on the Quarry Field. The Quarry Field is on Common Land and WPC are in effect custodians of all areas of common land that falls within the parish boundaries. The parish council have asked Mr Teasdale on several occasions for a copy of his claimed Herbage Rights agreement.  Herbage Rights allow a holder to use the land for the purpose of grazing livestock. To date Mr Teasdale has not provided WPC with any evidence of a Herbage Agreement. WPC are to respond to Mr Teasdale’s solicitor.

11. Playpark

The annual inspection by RoSPA has been booked and they are due to come out sometime in June.

There have been ongoing problems with some of the bolts on the hammock on the new Horizon unit especially after periods of bad weather. These issues have been reported to Playdale the manufacturer and installer. There is an engineer visit booked for the week commencing 22 June. WPC have requested to be present at the time of engineer visit.
 
A letter of concern was received from a resident regarding the possible installation of a telescope in the playpark over possible infringement of privacy for some of the properties below the playpark.  WPC have a long way to go with this idea before it could ever become a reality but one suggestion to remedy any concerns was to limit how far down the telescope viewer could go.

Rota for inspections to be amended.
12. Public rights of way
There has been no response received from DCC following the report that was sent to them. 
WPC to send a follow up letter and copy in Cllr Potts
13. Planning
There has been a revised planning application for the erection of a building behind Black Horse Terrace from Mr Simon Land.  WPC have sent in a letter of objection on the grounds of access which is through the Quarry Field which is Common Land.

Cllr Peckett brought up the proposed plan of Hope Moor Wind Farm.  The plan is for 23 200m high turbines on sensitive moorland.  This is an NSIP (Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project) which means it is not subject to local council approval but goes straight to the Secretary of State for a decision. Apparently, the approval rate for these NSIP projects is around 92%! 
The developers are Fred Olsen and information can be found on their own Hope Moor Wind Farm site where you can leave your own views. The closing date for responses is 30 June 
Cllr Peckett also brought up the changeover in home phones. All the copper wire lines are to be replaced with digital with signals coming in through the modem, this means when the electricity supply goes down you will lose your phone too. There are simple devices which can be bought relatively cheaply to provide a temporary backup in times of outage.
14.  Complaints
No complaints received

15. Clerk’s matters – correspondence received
There was a letter received from a former resident of Woodland who was unable to make it to the special meeting regarding the Cemetery Chapel.  All the information regarding that is now available on the website. It was suggested the Clerk reply informing of this.

16. Any other business

Cllr Potts informed us that DCC Highways had been in touch with him and they have agreed to put timed lights either side of the school which will flash with an advisory speed limit of 20mph during the periods of school drop-offs and pickups. 

Meeting closed 8.40pm


Date of next meeting 
 
Next meeting provisionally agreed for Thursday 9th July 2026 at Woodland Village Hall, with anything urgent in the meantime being communicated by email. 

These are true and accurate minutes of the meeting as agreed by the council  
 
  
Date ……………………………………….. 
 
Signed …………………………………….. 


Minutes for all Parish Council meetings are available to view once agreed and signed by the council. These are available on the council website woodlandparishcouncil.gov.uk. The minutes will normally be available no later than 4 weeks after the date of the council meeting.  
 
Please note, all parish council meetings will be audio recorded for the purposes of accurately producing the minutes. The recording will be retained by Woodland Parish Council until the minutes have been agreed and signed. The recording will then be deleted unless the retention is requested by a lawful authority. 




